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Constitution 
Name

The name of the Society shall be:-

Cannock Chase Mining Historical Society

Object and Powers
1
Maintain a historical society with its allegiance to mining in Cannock Chase

2
The preservation of mining history, memorabilia and artefacts

3
Provision of information for educational, research and heritage for the community

4
The Society will appoint delegates and representatives to any other bodies in the furtherance of the objectives

5
The members will not engage in any permanent trading activity to raise funds

Membership

6
There shall be two classes of membership – Adult and Junior.

7
Subscriptions will be reviewed annually.

8
Adult membership shall be open to any person over the age of 18 years.

9
Junior membership shall be open to any person up to the age of 18 years.

10
All applications for membership shall be made to the Membership Secretary of the Society 
Committee Membership

11
The Committee shall consist of the following officers and other members:-

(a)
Chairman

(b)
Vice Chairman

(c)
Secretary

(d)
Treasurer
(e)
Membership Secretary
(f)
Four ordinary members 
12
All officers and members of the committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting.

13
Every member of the Committee must be an adult member of the Society for whom the current subscription has been paid.

14
The Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional resources.

15
All members of the Committee shall have one vote, this excludes co-opted observer members.  In the event of a tied vote the Chairman will have a second or casting vote.

16
The Curator of the Museum of Cannock Chase shall be a voting member of the committee without the necessity of election.

Committee Powers and Duties
17
The Committee shall have the general management and direction of the funds and affairs of the Society and in particular (but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing) 

(a) May nominate any member of the Society to serve as their representative on another body.

(b) May pay the whole or part of reasonable and proper expenses of any member of the Society in or about the execution of any function or duty on behalf of the Society with prior approval of the Committee.

(c) May make, and from time to time vary, rules for the Society provided that any such rules are not inconsistent with this constitution.
(d) May fill casual vacancies in its membership by additional co-options which may not extend beyond the next occurring General Meeting.

Subscriptions

18
The rates of subscription for the different classes of membership of the Society shall be set by vote at the Annual General Meeting.  Initially adult membership will be £5.00 and junior membership will be nil. 

19
Annual subscriptions shall become due on the first day of January each year.  Any member whose subscription is twelve months in arrears shall automatically be excluded from membership.

Finance

20
All funds and assets in the possession of the Society shall be held, paid out and applied as the Committee may direct in furtherance of the objectives of the Society.  Pending such direction all funds shall be held in a separate bank account (or accounts) in the name of the Society with bankers as the Committee may from time to time direct.
21

Any two of the following the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer shall sign all cheques drawn on such bankers.  All documents requiring endorsement shall be sufficiently endorsed if signed by any two of the preceding officials or persons nominated for them.

22
The Committee shall have the power to invest such funds as are not required to be immediately available for meeting the Society’s liabilities.  Such investment may be on deposit with a Bank or Building Society or in Gilt Edge Securities.

23

An independent audited Financial Account shall be presented at the Annual General Meeting.

Meetings

24

Annual General Meeting



(a)  The A.G.M. of the Society shall be held during the first quarter of each year.
(b) The Secretary will give not less than 30 days notice to the members of the Society of the

       date of the A.G.M. Only fully paid up card carrying members will have the right to

       speak or vote at an AGM or Special or Extra Ordinary General Meeting

     (c)   The business of the A.G.M. shall be:-


  1.   To receive reports from the Chairman and Officers 



  2.   To receive and approve the Annual Accounts


  3.   To elect the Officers and Ordinary Members of the Committee.


       4.    To consider any matter or proposal of which due notice has been given in 

              writing to the Chairman or Secretary not less than 10 days prior to the date

              of the meeting
25

Special & Extra Ordinary General Meeting
The Committee shall, within 28 days of receiving a request in writing of any 5 adult members, convene a Special General Meeting.  Not less than 14 days notice shall be given by the Secretary to each member specifying the business to be transacted. 
26

Committee meetings
Committee Meeting shall be held not less frequently than once in each quarter.

27

A quorum shall consist of:-

(a)    At a Special General Meeting one tenth (being not 

   less than 5) of the adult Membership

(b)    At a Committee Meeting one third of the members 
          of the Committee.  

(c)    In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman 
          those in attendance shall elect a Chairman for the 
          meeting.

Notice of Meetings
28

Notice to members shall be deemed sufficiently served if sent by ordinary pre-paid post or hand delivered by an authorised member of the Society to the address of the member registered in the records of the Society.

Winding Up

29
In winding up the Cannock Chase Mining Historical Society, any surplus funds shall be donated too an organisation or organisations agreed at an Extraordinary General meeting of the Society.

Amendments

30
No alteration may be made to this constitution except by and with the authority of a resolution of the adult members at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting.  Any proposal for an amendment must be made in writing to the Secretary in sufficient time to allow details to be circulated to the members.  Not less than 14 days notice shall be given by the Secretary to each member specifying the business to be transacted.
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